Sequential immunotherapy using interleukin-1 followed by interleukin-2 of ascitic MOPC104E-bearing mice.
This study shows that intraperitoneal injection of interleukin-1 (IL-1), followed by interleukin-2 (IL-2), can effectively eradicate murine ascitic tumor cells. This antitumor effect of IL-1 and IL-2 was abolished when administration of IL-2 preceded that of IL-1. Solid tumors inoculated subcutaneously (s.c.) into the back of mice were also sensitive to this combined i.p. therapy, indicating a systemically-operating antitumor mechanism. Splenocytes from tumor-bearing mice treated with IL-1 followed by IL-2 showed a strong tumor-neutralizing activity. The population responsible proved to be Lyt2.2 (CD8)-positive cells.